
 

Salukis Secure 16th Position in DoE’s CyberForce Competition 2022 

A team of Computer Science graduate students from SIU School of Computing, CyberSalukis (Team-108), 

placed 16th in the nation in Department of Energy’s CyberForce Competition held on November 5, 2022. 

The participating Salukis were Ismail Hossain (CS PhD), Tyler Joseph (CSCS MS), Mohammad Mashud 

Nesary (CS MS), Sai Mani Teja Puppala (CS PhD), Trenton D. Spencer (CS MS), and Robert Wigfall (CS MS). 

CyberSalukis were mentored by Dr. Sajedul Talukder, Assistant Professor, School of Computing and the 

Director of Security and Privacy Enhanced Machine Learning (SUPREME) Lab. 

 

 

 

Security is becoming a top concern because of the growing amount of technology on the internet. In order 

to practice interactive, scenario-based events where participants engage in cybersecurity activities 

including methods, practices, strategy, policy, and ethics, the Department of Energy (DOE) is leveraging 

the expertise of current national laboratory staff that has previously hosted four successful cyber defense 

competitions. The DOE has sought to enhance 1) knowledge of the critical infrastructure and cyber 

security nexus, 2) awareness of hands-on cyber education to college students and professionals, and 3) a 

fundamental understanding of cyber security within a real-world context. This year’s CyberForce 

Competition included a range of CyberSecurity activities related to renewable energy scenario involving 

an electric vehicle manufacturing plant and its solar power generation facility.  

http://www.cs.siu.edu/~stalukder/
https://www2.cs.siu.edu/~stalukder/supremelab/index.html


 

144 teams from 108 unique institutions across United States participated in this year’s CyberForce 

Competition. The SoC team, CyberSalukis, ranked 4th among the 12 participating teams from the state of 

Illinois. Another team from SIU, Security Dawgs (Team-107), secured 41st place in the competition. 



 

The school of Computing team also participated in CyberFoce Competition 2021 where they ranked 13th 

in the nation.  

 

https://cs.siu.edu/about_us/news/cyberforce2021.php
https://cs.siu.edu/about_us/news/cyberforce2021.php

